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mania 16, and in Poland 20 per thousand.1 Had the drop in
the birth-rate occurred in Eastern Europe some fifty years
ago, or had the death-rate remained at its previous level a
century longer, there would probably be now no serious
Jewish problem in the world. It is the rapid growth in the
nineteenth century which is responsible for our present situa-
tion; a nation living under desperately anomalous conditions
finds sorrow in that which to others would mean a gain.
Politically and economically the nineteenth century, and
especially its second half, was the age of the preponderance
of the Germans on the European Continent, and of the
German Jews in world-Jewry; but the Germans neither
knew, nor cared to know, for how much of their economic
and intellectual primacy they were indebted to the Jews.
In 1914 the Jews of Germany and Western Austria were
(in proportion to their numbers) the richest, best educated,
and most highly cultured Jewish community in the world.
While the Jewish proletariat from the East European Pale
migrated mainly to the United States, Great Britain, and
the British Dominions—i.e. to the English-speaking
countries—the intelligentsia and upper middle class were
tending towards German Central Europe; the Pale, which
at that time had neither a nationality nor a capital of its
own, became a kind of Jewish hinterland to Central Europe.
It was thus that the age of the great numerical preponder-
ance of the East European Jew became that of the eco-
nomic and cultural predominance of the German Jew.
In about four-fifths of the Pale, Russian was the official
language, without being in most parts even the language
of its non-Jewish population; while Russia's capitals, St.
Petersburg and Moscow, were distant and practically closed
to the Jews—and so were its schools and Universities, under
1 These figures are only approximate, as the exact figures given
below by Dr. Ruppin do not all relate to the same year; see Table VI.
p. 73.

